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changing its character, however, from spiritual to natural.
Instead of the formula "who received the way from" ap-
peared the connecting words "who was the son of/' carry-
ing the line from Mohammed to 'Adnan, ruler of Arabia in
122 B. C. For each link up to this point Sheikh Sa'ad-ed-
Dln was willing to vouch, but beyond *Adnan, through a line
including Ishmael, Abraham, Idris (Enoch) to Adam he ac-
knowledged that the chain was incomplete and uncertain.
On the margin of this sanad, or diploma, were seals of
sheikhs of other orders witnessing to the identity of the
bearer. If we assume that each diploma in the chain of
documents between the sheikh and his great namesake, the
founder of the order, had been similarly accredited, here then
was apostolic succession indeed! Credentials though less
elaborate than his own our sheikh is authorized to confer on
his khalifies, or deputies, at the time of their initiation. These
in turn become authorized to "pass on the way," or ordain
to the dervishhood in the villages, acting as his substitute.
Later I passed by the tekkeh, or dervish house, over
which Sheikh Sa'ad-ed-Din presides. This substantial stone
building, with an inscribed tablet over the door-way, was
erected at the expense of the sultan (probably from the
waqf, or religious endowments). *Abd-el~Hamtd also con-
firmed his title as sheikh over the establishment, granting
him an allowance of four Turkish pounds a month (a trifle
over seventeen dollars). He expressed doubts, however, at
the continuance of this comfortable condition, for he had
heard that the reforms consequent on the revolution might
include the cutting off of such allowances. * Within the
dervish house—such was his declaration—he was abso-
lutely independent, owing allegiance to no central authority,
whether to the sheikh at Jeba, a descendant of the founder
there buried, or to any sheikh at Constantinople. In fact,
when he visited the capital he did not even trouble himself
to pay his respects to Abu-'l-Huda, head sheikh of the
Refa'lyeh, of which order his own is a sub-sect. With the
other dervish houses of his order in Syria he has no official
or organic connection, recognizing only ties of friendship.
Out of courtesy he would refuse to ordain a man from Da-

